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Touch Tone Registration a Total Failure!
niversities all over this country use the
summer term as a tactical device to
implement changes. By doing so the
university administration avoids friction with absent students and faculty,
while developing these changes. In
Fall, the administration infolTils their
faculty and students of the changes
already made, and gives them directions on how to "deal
with it." This has certainly been the case at Northeastern
. This year is no exception. This summer the administration has come up with what may be the most
damaging of all their summer surprises: the Touch Tone
Registration System (ITRS). Although other serious
changes took place this summer, including the reduction
in faculty, classes and programs, the TTRS is abominabl_e since it may very well be President Lamb's most
effective way of privatizing, segregating, and
suburbanizing this university without having to formally change Northeastem's "urban mission."
This new system can be a very serious threat to any
individual student who may present a political problem
to NEIU's administration. More than one of this
publication's staff experienced "accidental" holds mak-

u

ing it impossible for them to register. One person in
particular called and found an advising hold on her
registration. When that person found the right person to
complain to, a motion for removal of the hold was filed.
This took so long that when she went to register it was
too late. She then had to wait for add and drop to register.
For more than two weeks this person attempted to
register. In the meantime she could not get financial aid
to validate, and because she was not given a book
waiver, she could not get books to keep up in class or do
her homework. If this sounds like a horror story, it is. It
is also a reality well known by many students this
semester.
Minority inner-city students will be most affected
by this system. For many students at Northeastern,
English is their second language. Did the developers of
TTRS take this into consideration? It appears that they
did not. Instructions for the phone line were in English
only. The phone line itself was in English only. In our
old registration system, counselors and advisors helped
students with these language barriers. Such personal
assistance was impossible with this semester's registration thanks to TTRS.
(continue on next page)
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Students who had never used a system of this sort,
found the process to be difficult, frustrating, and confusing. They had no one to answer questions. Many of us
from the inner-city public schools have had very little
access to computerized systems like the TTRS. Simple
tasks became much more difficult. Pushing a wrong
button put some students into difficult situations. In the
end, many students resolved the problem by not registering this semester at NEIU. Our administration would
probably celebrate this as their own version of Darwin's
natural selection theory.
Let's take acritical lookatthenewsystem. Why
was it implemented? Who does the TTRS make registration easier for? We already know it doesn't help
minority students. While this new system makes registration harder for students from inner-city public schools,
it certainly makes it easier for students from the suburbs
(who do not have to drive a long distance to register
anymore).
Students from the suburban schools or magnet
schools of Chicago would probably find the computerized system easy. Students without language barriers
would, naturally, adapt a little easier.
Another problem was the way this system was
implemented in the last minute, catching both students
and faculty by surprise. Students should have been
warned of the new system and given an orientation on the
TTRS. Many advisors were on summer vacation during
Early Registration, and others had no idea on how to
answer questions the students had.
When students called they found that the TTRS
was overloaded and at one point the system fell (September 9th, the TTRS was not functioning for about half of
.the day). Oasses that were open, appeared to be closed.
Teachers had to argue with the administration to add
students to their classes. As if the faculty didn't have
enough work, instead of giving a simple signature they
had go through a agonizing process. Students anxiously
waited, hoping the professor wouldn't lose their information or forget to add them on the computer. Provisional students, students missing requirements from high
schools were automatically put on advisement hold.
They were not allowed to register with everyone else.
They had to see their advisor, many of whom were on
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vacation, and then wait for the advisors to take the hold
off.
Que Ondee Sola is not against the improvement of any procedure that students atNEIU have to go
through, but the TIRS system seems to have too many
loose ends. Let's try to minimize rather than exacerbate
the problem. Perhaps, NEIU should go back to the old
system until this new one is perfected. We suggest
multilingual lines, multilingual instruction, help lines,
and counselors. Ask students what they want in the
registration process. Orientation with the new or
reformed system would help a great deal, too. NEIU
administration, let's not try to make registration survival of the fittest. You know many NEIU students have
language barriers. We know you like to frustrate people
of color while trying to exclude them from Northeastern. Even if we can 't prove it, the fact is this system
allows the administration to hold the registration process of any individual student they would wantto target,
for any reason whatsoever, be it their race, their nationality, their political beliefs, their religion, their sexual
orientation, you name it. They could always say, "oh,
it was a computer error. We are so sorry." By that time
it's to late to register.
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Memories of Que Ondee Sofa's 2(Jlh Anniversary
Since the begining of time there have been struggles, from the origin of the earth to the birth of a child. From
the yells of independence to the cries of liberation. From the building of a nation to the birth of a people.
Things come and go, just like things live and die, and the only things that survive are the memories of those
struggles and of what came about from those struggles. Que On dee Sola has had twenty years of struggle, it came
about from struggle, our struggles, and it is still struggling. These twety years have their share of memories. On
April 2, 1992, Ines Bocanegra-Gordon and Aida Sanchez-Romano, two former leaders of our struggles at
Northeastern who are currently two of the most important figures in our community, shared their memories with us
on the occasion of Que Ondee Sola's 20th Anniversary, we would like to share these with you.

Message offered to Latino students by Ines BocanegraGordon on the Anniversary of Que Ondee Sola Newspaper,
at Northeastern Illinois University.
Buenas Tardes / Good Afternoon :
As Calder6n de La Barca said: "La vida es un suefio y los
suefios, suefios son .... " - Life is a Dream and Dreams are
Dreams ..." However for Miguel Rios, Rosa Aida Vega, Dr.
Ben Coleman and others who have preceded us, as well as
those who fought and continue fighting for the rights of the
Puerto Rican Nation and otheroppressed people, throughout
the world - Life is not and cannot be adream.
"Que Ondee Sola" was founded in January of 1972 by
Chuck Torre and Carlos Serrano (former students of Northeastern Illinois University) as a ramification of the Union for
Puerto Rican Students. The newspaper was created with the
objective of keeping Puerto Rican Students in particular, and
Latino Students in general, informed about the accomplishments made by the organization ; for example, trips to other
universities and problems encountered by Latino Students on
and off campus.
I was recruited to come to this country by Dr. Ben
Coleman (Now deceased, but then Director of the Student
Exchange Program), to work on my Master's Degree in Inner
City Studies. I was coming from a sanity, because I was
expelled on disciplinary grounds, for the massive student
riots of March 11, 1971 in Puerto Rico. When I came to
Northeastern Illinois University, I thought that I would be
able to make a fresh start However, the circumstances did
not allow for that.
I vividly remember the dedication and tenacity of students like Miguel Rios, Hector Luis Rosario (who taught with
me the first History of Puerto Rico courses at NEIU ), Samuel
Hores (First President of the Union for Puerto Rican Students), Edwin Claudio, Rosa Alvarez, Laura Candelas, and

many other compaf\eros and compai'ieras, who made a difference. I still could not stay still what my brothers and sisters
expected, as well as needed, in the form of help from their
counterparts who had the privilege of being raised and nurtured at home, in Puerto Rico. I did not have the time to be
trained or to learn about my community in the United States;
I became involved in the struggle as if I had never left home,
convinced by the need, the effort and dedication of my Puerto
Rican brothers and sisters here.
I do not want to forget, that not only Puerto Ricans and
Latinos have helped with this struggle, but also that our
African brothers and sisters paved the path for us. Mr. William
Speller (who was in charge of Project Success) was an
inspirational force as well as catalytic agent in the creation of
Proyecto Pa' !ante. He provided the opportunity for enrollment within Northeastern Illinois University to many of the
Puerto Rican Students leaders, who later on in 1971 created
Proyecto Pa' !ante.
Dr. Ben Coleman was another one in the African American Community, who became a benefactor of Puerto Rican
and Latino Students in general. He went to Puerto Rico many
times to interview and recruit Puerto Rican Students. He
strongly felt they could help in the Puerto Rican Student
struggle in the City of Chicago. He also offered courses in the
Literature of Puerto Rico and about the Puerto Rican struggle
in the United States.
Dr. Maximino Torres, a man that since 1971 has been
working and helping Puerto Rican students, through Proyecto
Pa' !ante continues to aid our efforts today.
You cannot forget that many of the courses which are
offered today, the instructors, and the services that you - my
brothers and sisters enjoy have cost a lot of sweat and blood
to others in the past. Keep them and nurture them, because
they are our fruit and love to you!
Gracias/Thank You !!!

-
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AIDS IN OUR COMMUNITY

•

VIDA/SIDA 2048 W. DIVISION CHICAGO, IL. 60622 278-6708
Our community has tofacetherealityof AIDS. It
is predicted that a member of every family will
contract the HN virus in the future. To face this,
VIDNSIDA has begun to develop a program that will
assist our community in dealing with the AIDS epidemic.
AIDS means Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. It is really a whole complex of diseases that
happen when our body's system of protecting itself
from disease breaks down. Scientists now think this
breakdown of the immune system is caused by infection with a virus called HIV (human immunodeficiency virus).
Anyone can get AIDS, but it is not easy to get. It
is transmitted only through blood and other body
fluids like semen and vaginal secretions. You can get
infectedifyoucomeintocontactwithanotherperson's
blood or body fluids that have the HIV virus. Most
people who have this HN virus do not know they
have it and often they do not seem sick, because it can
lie dormant in the blood for years without showing
any symptoms. Unprotected sexual contact and sharing of needles are the main ways AIDS is transmitted.
You cannot get AIDS from kissing or casual contact,
and you cannot get it from food or other things-only
from blood or other infected body fluids.
GANGS
The problem of gangs, along with peer pressure to
go along with the crowd, push our youth to become IV
drug users. This is one definite way to become
infected with the HN virus. In the West Town
community alone, there are 10,000 hard-core drug
addicts, which makes this community at high risk for
AIDS.
SEX
Sex is practiced carelessly by our youth. Whether
you are heterosexual (male and female) or bisexual

(with both men and women) or homosexual (gaytwo people of the same sex), SAFE SEX (using
rubbers, avoiding blood, semen or vaginal fluid
contact) is the only known way to avoid the virus.
A man should always use condoms. A women
should insist her partner use a condom, especially
if he has other sex partners. The HN virus can be
transmitted through oral, vaginal, or anal sex.
GOVERNMENT
The government cannot and will not stop the
spread of AIDS through distributing that one pamphlet they sent to every home. We already know
that the government has never provided decent
health care or education for our Puerto Rican
community. Only our people, on a day-to-day
basis, putting pressure on the government will
change its role in dealing with the AIDS epidemic.
We must pressure and demand that the government give money to find a cure for AIDS and not
just to combat secondary illnesses that affect people
with AIDS, such as pneumocystis pneumonia and
Kaposi's sarcoma, a cancer-like skin disease. We
also have to fight against pharmaceutical companies who are using AIDS to make profits.
WORKING TOGETHER CHANGING
OURSELVES
How do we combat this serious life-threatening illness? It is not simple. There is no immediate
solution. We should all work together through our
community agencies, churches, schools.
The Puerto Rican community has an array of
public agencies and social institutions. Pitifully,
these agencies and social institutions have not
always helped. Some churches zin particular have
created biases against People with AIDS-prejudices against gay people and bisexuals-which make
it even harder to work in our community and be
sensitive to our lovers, brothers, sisters, fathers,
mothers, aunts, and uncles who have contracted
AIDS.
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AIDA SANCHEZ'S SPEECH ON Q.O.S.'S ANNNERSARY
Speech given at Northeastern Illinois University on the
Anniversary of Que Ondee Sola: By Aida SanchezRomano.

Buenas Tardes, Good Afternoon;
It was really a great pleasure and honor to have
been invited to share with you a little part of my past. I
hope to put into perspective what it is like at this
institution today!!
As a student member of a community that was
powerless, I really had no awareness while growing up
of the problems my parents were confronted with daily.
It really wasn't until I started high school at Tuley (which
is now Oemente), that I recognized that everything
wasn't okay. I went aboutmydaily business of"getting
my education" trying to fit into the routine of things at
school. I assumed, like everyone else at school, that there
were no problems. In my sophomore year (1966) some
of the upper classmen demonstrating but I really didn't
understand why or care much; for that matter. Late in
my junior year (1968-69), I became a member of the
Aspira Oub and began to experience and learn more
about my cultural roots and really began to appreciate
my heritage. I also recognized that I could strive to do
more in terms of a future career, than to be an airline
stewardess or secretary.
My senior year, I procrastinated all year with
my decision about college. Deep down I wanted to
attend, but after having been convinced by counselors
and teachers that I should not strive for that goal, I didn't
have the confidence to make a decision that would lead
me in that direction.
That senior year' however, we organized and
staged walk outs and demonstrated at school regarding
the lack of significant numbers of Latino teachers. This
issue was no different then the issues we face now. We
were a small group but loud. Not winning any battles but
simply generating awareness of the problems and issues.
Upon graduation, I enrolled at Rosary College;
however I kept close links to my high school friends most
of whom were scattered throughout the state at various
schools: U ofl (Circle), Champaign Urbana, Northeastern
IL. U., and Loyola University to name a few.
We continued the struggles we had started

earlier. In fact we had a regular phone tree going. When
the group at U of I (Circle or Urbana) scheduled a major
demonstration' they called us and we helped support their
efforts as much as we could; cramming into cars and
commuting to Champaign Urbana or Circle to
demonstrate.
In the fall of 1972, I transferred to Northeastern
lliinois University, I discovered many of my high school
predecessors had struggled hard to make some inroads
for Puerto Ricans and other a Latinos at Northeastern. I
joined the Union for Puerto Rican Students only to find
myself surrounded by many familiar and some new faces
from the community. These individuals were struggling
at the Higher Education level for those same issues that
had been atth_ecenterofthe walkouts and demonstrations
in the community in the Late 60's. Equal access,
representation, and support services to ensure the
graduation and retention ofLatinos atNortheastern Illinois
University was what we push for. We all worlced to
achieve the same objectives. We recognized then as we
must realize today, that our concerns had common threads
around which we needed to unite .
We demanded to be involved in the selection
process for faculty and staff and worlced with them to
ensure that they had what they needed to fulfill their
responsibilities. I hope that as students you recognize
that what you have at Northeastern Illinois University is
only an extension of an effort that moved from our
community on to the campuses of Higher Education
Institutions.
In our community, we know that without a
higher education it is almost impossible forus to gain the
socio-economic stability that we need to be able to gain
control of the future direction of our community.
Gracias,

-
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U.P.R.S. VISITS Uof I CHAMPAIGN

Happy B-Day!
POW Luis Rosa
Carlos Alberto Torres
Adolfo Matos
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Several students from Northeastern University
recently attended the U of I at Champaign in solidarity
with the celebration of El 16 de Septimbre (September
16), known as the Mexican Independence Day.
Unfortunately for us, we got there late and missed the
presentation by guest speaker Ricardo Romero.
Neverless he was scheduled to do a presentation at
Northeastern the next day so after all we were able to
hear him speak.
When we got there one of the members of La
Casa Cultural Latina/a, Jose Rico showed us around.
Casa Cultural Latina/a was beautiful. My favorite part
of La Casa were the murals. I personally felt right at
home. I wish we had a similar program at
Northeastern.
The parade started at 5 :00 PM, the parade
consisted of 20 to 25 cars, and several bicycles and
scooters. We went all over the campus and around
fraternity homes. People came out of buildings to see
the parade and to cheer on. After the parade everyone
in the parade gather in front of La Casa Cultural and
we took pictures, and sang the Mexican National
Anthem with our Mexican sisters and brothers and
shouted: jQUE VIVA ZAPATA! jQUE VIVA
MEXICO!
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Register Now!!
For
Prof. Jose E. Lopez classes "History and Culture of Ethnic
Groups" and "Gangs in Chicago" which are part of the Mexican
Caribbean Studies Minor. Due to student interest inProf. Lopez
classes seats are sure to be filled fast so register now!!
History and Culture of Ethnic Groups
Section # 201 - 02
Reference# 23200
Classroom Building 3005
Time8:00AM-9:15AM

Gangs in Chicago
Section# 315 - 01
Reference# 11511
Science Building S -102
Time 9:25AM -10:40AM
If there are any problems with registration please call ext. 3805
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